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AICS for Somalia: Health & Wellbeing 
A long commitment 

 
In Somalia more than 6.6 million people need urgent actions to receive fair and decent access 
to health care. The public health system, already stretched thin in many areas of the country, 
is now in dire straits, ill-equipped and under-resourced to provide life-saving and preventive 
services. From 2016 to date, AICS has invested more than 40 million euros in Somali health, 
of which 13 million relate to projects currently underway or starting. Italian engagement 
includes both the provision of medical, essential and emergency services, and the 
rehabilitation of the health facilities. Special attention is given to child and maternal health 
and to the abolition of harmful practices such as Female Genital Mutilation. 
 
AICS not only provides funding to international organizations, but also intervenes directly with 
emergency projects in support of vulnerable IDPs and communities. They always include 
essential health services, such as gynecological care care for pregnant women, vaccinations 
for children, screening and treatment of severe and acute malnutrition, mobile clinics, and 
ambulance service to transport patients to the nearest health facility. 
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What are we doing? 
 

 
 
AID 012137 Restoring operability and efficiency of infrastructure in the health sector and 
institutional strengthening/ Novation 2. Amount: € 5,000,000.00. Partner: UNOPS. Ongoing 
(expected end date: December 2022). 
 
With the main objective of contributing to universal health coverage in Somalia, the project 
plans to rehabilitate 4 health facilities (Forlanini, Beled Weyne, and Marka hospitals, and Villa 
Somalia) with a focus on maternal and neonatal wards. Health workers will also be trained, 
improving the efficiency of health services and population awareness of the importance of 
good hygiene practices. 
 
 
 

 
 
AID 012191 Contribution to the United Nations Trust Fund for Somalia (UN-MPTF) for the 
financing of the UNFPA Country Program. Amount € 3,000,000.00. Partner: UNFPA, with 
support from Italian NGOs. Ended in Spring 2022. 
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Primary objective is to reduce maternal and child mortality through access to quality health 
and family planning services. The program also aims to prevent the spread of female genital 
mutilation and alleviate its consequences on victims. Women, boys and young people are the 
main beneficiaries of the program. Active support is provided to De Martino and Jowhar 
hospitals. 
 
 
 

 
 
AID 012488 Supporting the delivery of essential health services in Somalia through 
strengthening the second level hospital system/EPHS 2021. Amount € 3,000,174.00. Partner: 
WHO. Ongoing (expected end date: September 2023). 
 
The goal here is to strengthen hospital facilities in Galmudug and South-West State, and 
increase institutional capacity to cope with future epidemics and health emergencies. 
Expected results: 
• Increase the capacity of the two referral hospitals to provide integrated health services in 

line with the EPHS 2020 Essential Care Package for Somalia 
• Strengthen the referral system linking the second-tier hospitals with the PHC system 

already in the region, through interventions implemented by CSOs and UN agencies 
• Strengthen the resilience of the national and local health system to future health 

emergencies and epidemics. 
 
AID 12261 Identifying and strengthening capacity for nutrition services to contribute to 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). Amount: € 1,300,000.00. Partner: WHO. Ongoing 
(expected end date: June 2023). 
 
This Regional Cooperation Initiative for Horn of Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia) targets, 
through innovative technology, vulnerable groups seeking health care across borders. The 
goal is strengthening nutrition services and facilitating access to health and nutrition centers 
for nomadic/pastoral populations living and moving in the transboundary areas of the Horn 
of Africa. 
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Supporting De Martino and Jowhar Hospitals. Amount: € 1,960,000.00. Partner: Ministry of 
Health. To be started in the next months. 
 
The project aims to support the health services and the management system for two strategic 
health facilities. The hospital De Martino, built by the Italians in the early 1930s and supported 
for a long time by AICS - which has funded the restructuring, rehabilitation, and equipment - 
is an important public facility located in the capital Mogadishu and serves a significant 
catchment area, estimated at around 2,400,000 people.  
The Jowhar Referral Regional Hospital, supported by Italy since the late 1990s, is serving an 
estimated population of about 516,036, but it is reasonable to assume that internal migration 
flows caused by severe drought and constant attacks have significantly increased these 
numbers. 
 
 
 

  
 
AID 12015/01/1 Emergency health intervention for the vulnerable population in Hudur 
district, SouthWest State. Amount € 1,000,000.00. Partner: WHO. Ongoing (expected end 
date: December 2022). 
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AID 12012/01/2 Emergency intervention supporting WHO’s activities for disabled persons 
and IED victims in Hudur, Southwest State. Amount € 200,000.00. Partner: WHO. Ongoing 
(expected end date: December 2022). 
 
Hudur Hospital is the only referral hospital in the entire Bakool region, and it is not fully 
functional, with trauma and emergency care, obstetrics services, referral support and care 
being key priorities.  
The rehabilitation of the operating theatre and purchasing of theatre equipment will improve 
the hospital’s capacities, while AICS’s donation of an X-ray machine will enhance diagnostic 
capacity.  
Part of the Hudur project is the rehabilitation of In-patient and Out-patient Wards, the 
construction of an incinerator, the training and deployment of two emergency response 
teams to provide lifesaving primary health care services in the rural villages and IDP 
settlements. WHO is also supporting the early warning alert and response network (EWARN) 
surveillance to strengthen diseases outbreak detection, investigation, and response activities 
in the district.  
 
 
 

 
 
Contribution to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRCS) in response to the emergency appeal "Somalia-Hunger Crisis 2021-2022". Amount:                 
€ 500,000.00. Ongoing. 
 
This contribution responds to the IFRC revised Emergency Appeal, increasing Federation-wide 
funding requirements to CHF 14 million, and extending the timeframe of the Appeal to 24 
months. The operational plan includes emergency humanitarian assistance and early recovery 
activities, in line with the IFRC’s Pan Africa Zero Hunger Initiative; provision of health services 
through mobile clinics; support for pre- and post-natal care and childcare; and the provision 
of mental health and psychosocial support services. 
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AID 012255. Multi-sectoral intervention in response to the humanitarian crisis and 
environmental emergencies in Somalia. Amount 3,800,000.00 €. Ongoing (expected end 
date: April 2023).   
AID 012446. Multi-sectoral intervention in response to humanitarian crisis and 
environmental emergencies in Somalia. Amount 3,000,000 €. To be started (expected start 
date: end of 2022). 
 
Humanitarian and emergency aid are an integral part of the bilateral action of Italian 
Cooperation in Somalia. Activities are mostly carried out in collaboration with Italian NGOs 
already present on the ground, and focus on the traditional sectors of AICS Cooperation: 
health, resilience, agricultural development, and WASH. 
 
Currently, in the districts of Galkayo and Hobyo in Mudug, of Afgoye in Lower Shabelle and of 
Beletweyne in Hiraan, CESVI is providing basic health services through 5 fixed facilities (Elgula, 
Galbarwaqo, Elasha, Jazeera, Bader), 2 mobile clinics (in Hobyo and Beletwayne districts), and 
a network of community health workers. 91,000 medical examinations are expected to be 
carried out and 223,957 people to have access to basic health services: routine immunisation 
services for children under 12 months and pregnant and lactating women, who are also 
receiving ante/postnatal care; daily nutritional screening (MUAC) for children under 5 years 
and pregnant/lactating women; treatment of children between 6 and 59 months with severe 
malnutrition (SAM).  
 
In Dhusamareb, Gelinsor and Hobyo Districts in Galmudug, CISP is providing ante/postnatal 
care services (ANC) to 12,150 women 6 days a week. The Italian NGO also provides treatment 
for common childhood illnesses (malaria, diarrhoea, pneumonia) to 24,000 children under 5 
years old, routine immunisation services to 5,400 children under 1 year old, treatment of 
acute malnutrition according to BSNP guidelines for of 1,862 children under 5. 
  
9,240 members of vulnerable groups (women, children, and the elderly) in Benadir and 
marginalized groups in Kismayo in need of medical care are having access to basic health 
services and MAM/SAM child malnutrition treatment thanks to Emergenza Sorrisi. In 
addition, at least 60 children > 5 months will be operated during surgical missions, and local 
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staff will benefit from on-the-job training for facial malformations and other conditions 
(including female genital fistulas). With 375 volunteer doctors and nurses, Emergenza Sorrisi 
offers cutting edge surgical care to children suffering from serious facial diseases, such as cleft 
lip, cleft palate, facial deformities, burn or war trauma outcomes and other disabling 
conditions.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


