
 

 
 
 
 

Archivio Somalia: when National 
History goes online 

 
Thirty years of war have profoundly challenged, in Somalia, the very concept of a national 
identity - an identity that is not easy to construct in a clan-based social context, which has 
historically been characterized by deep differentiations due to colonial history.  
Since the Republic of Somalia has come into being in the year 1960, the adoption of Somali 
language as the national language represented a key instrument of cohesion and for building 
a national identity. In 1972, the Latin alphabet was chosen to give to the national language a 
graphic written form and spelling: this contributed to its consolidation and, consequently, to 
the preservation of the Somali linguistical, historical and cultural heritage. 
 
Nonetheless, the civil war has seriously endangered even this newborn linguistic unity, with 
dramatic consequences for the preservation of national culture. The destruction of almost all 
cultural sites in the country, as well as archives and documentary funds, called for an urgent 
in-depth intervention to rebuild a common cultural heritage. 
In this reconstruction work, Italian Cooperation played a key role. In fact, at the beginning of 
this century, the Somali Authorities asked Italy to take action, starting precisely from the 
reconstruction of documentary funds and archives. That is how the idea of creating a Somalia 
Archive arose, with the aim at collecting all available documents on the different aspects of 
Somali history, culture, society, and environment.  
 
Co-funded at first by the Directorate General for Development Cooperation and then by the 
Italian Agency for Development Cooperation, the Archivio Somalia began to take shape in 
2011 and is now online in three languages (Italian, English and Somali) thanks to the long work 
done by the Interdepartmental Research Center for Somali Studies (CIRSS) at Roma Tre 
University.  

 



Through its two sections, citizens and scholars can access not only extremely rare oral 
histories, photographic resources, and unpublished documents, but also consult for free a 
school dictionary (Qaamuus dugsiyeedka Af Soomaaliga) and the entire body of Somali 
legislation 1950-1989, previously unavailable in the country.  
 
The Somali Official Bulletins Archive collection now gathers all the Bulletins published in 
Somalia from April 1950 through December 1989, covering a historical span from the Italian 
Trusteeship of Somaliland (The United Nations Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian 
Administration, 1950-1959) to the period of the First Republic (1960-1969) and the Somali 
Democratic Republic (1969-1989. The Archive now hosts the 98% of the whole documentary 
material of those periods. 
 
The archive is "dynamic," articulate and easy to consult, being continually updated by both 
Italian and Somali scholars, who can add suggestions via the web (and this option will be 
enhanced even more in the future), fostering linguistic and cultural exchange and the network 
of solidarity intended by the project. In addition to CIRSS members, many Italian teachers and 
scholars collaborated in its creation, those that were taking part in Cooperation projects 
promoted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Somali National University during the 
years between 1972 and 1990. Somali professionals, researchers and authors are already 
helping to enrich it by sending their works so that they can be included in the database.  
 
Who will benefit from this great work? Hundreds of thousands of people, if we consider, in 
addition to Somali residents, the diaspora communities in the United States, Canada, Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East and Australia. Beneficiaries are obviously also and above all Somali 
institutions, starting with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Justice, but more 
generally the entire Somali community, that can find in the Archive an extraordinary database 
and a valuable tool for facilitating integration among groups and pacification among clans. 
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